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Martins leads title rival Leclerc in opening Barcelona session

For the second round in a row, ART Grand Prix’s Victor Martins set the pace during Formula 3 Free

Practice, clocking in a 1:32.796 to go fastest in Barcelona.

With cooler early morning temperatures, it was a somewhat leisurely start to running as the 30- car

field turned their focus towards the end of the session.

Initially, the Carlin trio led the way with Williams Racing Academy driver Zak O'Sullivan setting a

benchmark of 1:35.420, ahead of teammates Brad Benavides and Enzo Trulli.

15 minutes in and Van Amersfoort Racing's Reece Ushijima leaped to the top of the timing sheets,

becoming the first driver to break the 1:34s barrier.

David Vidales then went quickest on home soil with a 1:33.932, narrowly ahead of Jenzer

Motorsport's Ido Cohen and his Campos Racing teammate Josep Maria Marti.

While track temperatures rose above 29°C, lap times continued to tumble. A flurry of action saw six
drivers exchange the top spot, changing hands between the Trident trio of Oliver Rasmussen, Zane
Maloney and then Roman Stanek with a 1:33.304.

Title contenders Arthur Leclerc and Martins were nip-and-tuck on track with less than a tenth
between them. The PREMA Racing driver went quickest, only for Championship leader Victor Martins

to go 0.076s quicker.

Having completed in-season testing at the Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya a month ago, the drivers
all set about finding the limits ahead of what's expected to be a tight Qualifying session.

Both Rasmussen in the Trident and VAR's Rafael Villagomez found themselves fighting a snap of
oversteer at Turn 9, while Hitech Grand Prix’s Isack Hadjar brushed the gravel at the next corner and

Leclerc suffered a heavy front lock-up.

Attentions turned from the timing sheets to the lap counts, as the top 10 remained virtually

unchanged for the final 15 minutes of Practice.

Martins ended the session fastest, ahead of Leclerc. Stanek slotted into third, just over half a second

behind the leading time.

Jak Crawford was fourth ahead of Imola Sprint Race winner Franco Colapinto and pole-sitter last time
out Maloney. Oliver Bearman made it three PREMAs inside the top seven, ahead of Hitech's Kaylen

Frederick.
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MP Motorsport's Alexander Smolyar was ninth fastest, as Vlidales put his Campos into 10™ at the

team’s home weekend.

Importantly, the top 12 were all within a second of the ART's leading time, so be prepared for an
intense battle for the two pole position points in Qualifying when the action returns on Friday at

3:30pm local time.
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2022 FIA FORMULA 3 CHAMPIONSHIP — ROUND 3 FREE PRACTICE PROVISIONAL CLASSIFICATION

| | DRIVER | TEAM |
| 1 | Victor Martins | ART Grand Prix |
| 2 | ArthurLeclerc | PREMA Racing |
| 3 | RomanStanek | Trident |
| &4 | JakCrawford | PREMA Racing |
| 5 | FrancoColapinto | Van Amersfoort Racing |
| 6 | ZaneMaloney | Trident |
| 7 | OliverBearman | PREMA Racing |
| 8 | KaylenFrederick | Hitech Grand Prix |
| 9 | Alexander Smolyar | MP Motorsport |
| 10 | DavidVidales | Campos Racing |
| 11 | CaioCollet | MP Motorsport |
| 12 | Oliver Rasmussen | Trident |
| 13 | Josep Maria Marti | Campos Racing |
| 14 | Grégoire Saucy | ART Grand Prix |
| 15 | KushMaini | MP Motorsport |
| 16 | JuanManuelCorrea | ART Grand Prix |
| 17 | IdoCohen | Jenzer Motorsport |
| 18 | RafaelVillagomez | Van Amersfoort Racing |
| 19 | IsackHadjar | Hitech Grand Prix |
| 20 | HunterYeany | Campos Racing |
| 21 | Lirim Zendeli | Charouz Racing System |
| 22 | ReeceUshijima | Van Amersfoort Racing |
| 23 | Federico Malvestiti | Jenzer Motorsport |
| 24 | EnzoTrulli | Carlin |
| 25 | ZakO'Sullivan | Carlin |
| 26 | William Alatalo | Jenzer Motorsport |
| 27 | Francesco Pizzi | Charouz Racing System |
| 28 | LaszIloTéth | Charouz Racing System |
| 29 | NazimAzman | Hitech Grand Prix |
| 30 | BradBenavides | Carlin |
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ENDS

Notes to editors

A selection of high-resolution images from this session is now available via our media platform, along
with a variety of driver interviews, press conference transcripts and the FIA Formula 3 media kit.
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